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i Background: In the Anthropocene, defined by negative human impact, reorienting the ylabaf

capitalist system is recognized as necessary to contain its self-destructive tendencies and nature

. preserve life on the planet. Yet, little agreement, how ecological sustainability can be achieved. ) SOCla
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[ Project: Exploratory review of key publications in the social science literature on environmental and | Eﬂfﬂ'ﬂmﬂ
social sustainability, contrasting conventional mainstream (functionalist, normative) “neoliberal” Sus alna
3 perspective vs. emerging radically critical (antagonistic, structuralist) “ecosocialist” paradigm. ) ety
" Results: Paradigm of critical sustainability advocates degrowth, decommadification, democrati- | human engtva!!ﬂgalnment economlc
zation, and redistribution. Identified causes of unsustainability converge with the Marxist eco- equity

] socialist critique of exploitative accumulation / growth logic of the capitalism (systemic greed).
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Violation of human rights
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- . - ags  _gs s . . . - . - : I “Wordle” cloud of words pprilg B definitions of Suﬁtdlﬂdblll'[jf. Fig. 1 Examples of “old” social problems and “new’ sustamability
Implications: Criticalizing sustainability discourse to re-appropriate ecological ideas against degene- M.A. White / Ecological Economics 86 (2013) 213-217 challenges (in the globe)

ration into economistic ideology; practical value of sustainability goals as vehicles for real-world Dialectics 0 f (Un') SUS talnablll ty

g improvements and a more radical social critique needs to be reassessed from a dialectic perspective. ¥

’ Application: Sustainability discourses increasingly shape organizational science, prescﬂblny\
paradigm shifts from managerialist to critical ontologies, pursuing interdisciplinarity, adopting
_ relational epistemologies, and new forms of engaged scholarship and academic activism.

Rhetoric of Sustainability vs. Reality of Unsustainability

A

Exploratory Review: Key Publications on Ecocritical Concepts: Mainstream and Critical Perspectives

- . . . TH . Critical Sustainability Carlos J. Castro (University of Oregon) (Modified quote: Castro, 2004)
Exp IO rato ry Rev' ew. Key P u b I lcatl ons on ECOC rlt ICa I c once pts * Castro (2004): Critical Essay: Sustainable Development: Mainstream and Critical Perspectives. Organ & Environ, 17(2), 195-225

Conventional Neoliberal Concepts: Radical Ecocritical Antipodes: Fuchs (2017): Critical Social Theory and Sustainable Development: The Role of Class, Capitalism and Domination in a Dialectical Sustainable development has become one of the most ubiquitous,
Analysis of Un/Sustainability. Sustainable Development, 25, 443-458. contested. and indispensable concepts of our time.

H H H HE Rose & Cachelin (2018): Critical Sustainability: Incorporating Critical Theories into Contested Sustainabilities. Journal of
a) Sustainable Development a) Critical SUStamablllty Environmental Studies and Sciences, 8, 518-525 Introduced in response to environmental concerns, it has been defined

b) Green Growth / Green Capitalism b) Economic Deg rowth Economic Degrowth primarily by the mainstream tradition of economic thinking, neglecting

- TROT e Cock (2011): Green Capitalism or Environmental Justice: A Critique of the Sustainability Discourse. Focus, 63, 45-51 ecological sustainability itself.
C) Corporate SOCIHI C) RESpOﬂSIbIlIty to SOCIH'ISE Sandberg, Klockars & Wilen (2019): Green Growth or Degrowth? Assessing the Normative Justifications for Environmental Driven by the rapid accumulation requirements of the capitalist
Responsibility (CSR)

i Sustainability and Economic Growth Through Critical Social Theory. J of Cleaner Production 206, 133-141 . .. .
Co rporatlons (RSC) Cosme, Santos & O'Neill (2017): Assessing the Degrowth Discourse: A Review and Analysis of Academic Degrowth Policy economy, the goal is sustaining economic development rather than

_ Proposals. Journal of Cleaner Production 149, 321-334 developing ecological sustainability.
Conventional neoliberal understandings contrasted with radical ecocritical antipodes Responsibility to Socialise Corporations (RSC) More critical perspectives are needed, combining Marxist political-
For each, a limited number (typically three) of selected key publications will be reviewed Schneider (2020): Bound to Fail? Exploring the Systemic Pathologies of CSR and Their Implications for CSR Research. economic critique of capital accumulation and radical social

. i : . Business & Society, 59(7), 1303-1338 transformation with poststructuralist cultural analysis
Aim of this dialectic exploration of elements of Marxist ecology was to demonstrate the critical Sandoval (2015): From CSR to RSC: A Contribution to the Critique of the Political Economy of Corporate Social Responsibility.

potential of ecosocialist perspectives as antipodes to neoliberal, market-based conceptions Review of Radical Political Economics 47(4), 608624 Ecosocialism = Ecology based on Marxist Theory Karl Marx (1818-1883)

CI‘JI'E tﬂ a“ ‘thl’&& Gﬂﬂﬂﬂpts are structures and PFGCESSES of direct dlemﬂcra?y and participatiﬂn Paradigm Shifts Towards sUstainability I : Metabolic Rift: Karl Marx's notion of the Hirrepﬂrﬂble rift
as well as fundamental rejection of the capitalist profit and growth imperatives Ergene, Banerjee & Hoffman (2020): (Un)Sustainability and Organization Studies: Towards a Radical Engagement. Organization Clark, B., & Foster, J. B. (2010). Marx's Ecology in the 21st | jn the interdependent process of social metabolism”, as

: - Studies, 42, 1319-1335 Century. World Review of Political Economy, 1(1), 142 basis of ecological crisis tendencies under capitalism.
A final step explores, how critical conceptions of sustainability and degrowth shape current Feola (2020): Capitalism in Sustainability Transitions Research: Time for a Critical Turn? Environmental Innovation and Societal Boggs, C. (2020). Was Karl Marx an

discourse in organizational science, highlighting exemplary recent contributions to the debate Transitions, 35, 241-250. Ecosocialist? Fast Capitalism, 17(2)

Foster, J. B. (1993). Marx's theory of metabolic rift: Classical foundations
for environmental sociology. American Journal of Sociology, 105(2), 366-405.

Sustainability as Policy: 2030 Agenda - ) . — Dialectical Analysis ENVIRONMENT
1987 UN Brundtiand Report: Meeting needs of present without Critical Social Theory and Sustainable Development: ..o, Shristian Fuchs” of Un/Sustainabili /&ocm’y

compromising needs of future generations . 3 ” . . _ Westmimaer, Londom, UK :
1992 UN ‘Earth Summit: Rio Declaration, Agenda 21 The Role of Class, Capitalism and Domination in a s spytcey IR Nature Environmental Environmental
2002 Johannesburg World Sustainable Development Summit . . . . e R T & i it i . S Drstaing bty
2015 UN Rio+20 Conf folow-up: 2030 Agenda — 17 SD Goals Dialectical Analysis of Un/Sustainability oy oy e e (e Natural Structures: Biodiv ty Pollution
Natural Resources odiversity, ution,

[l Radical Critiques of 2030 Agenda » Sustainability as Neoliberal Ideology » Sustainability as a Critical Concept Society Economic Economic

Struckmann C (2018) A Postcolonial Feminist Critique of the 2030 . . " : A Unsustainability:
Agenda for SD: A South African Application. Agenda 32:12-24. [W]ithout questioning capitalist interest [...] Given that Marx [...] was an early theorist [...] critical theory of Economy Sustainability: ity

‘Sustainable Development’. A Political Analysis of the 2030 sustainability as the organization of society [...] that allows Property Relations Equality, Economic Crisis

Realist Criticism of 2030 Agenda Global Development Agenda. EPC: Politics and Space, online first unsustainability [... SD is ...] a legitimating future generations to satisfy their needs and improves society
' , : Vegh Weis V & White R (2021) A Marxist Perspective on the 2030 ideology that supports neoliberalism. i : ot Stability
— No Trajectories Towards Attainment egAgenda for Sustainable Development. Emerald Handbook of Crime, o_gy _ PP - [through] participatory democracy and democratic socialism. # e
Justice & Sustainable Development, 63-83 Such ideologies [...] want to develop capitalist Critical theory [...shows...] global capitalism’s destructive, Clety Political Political

—» Widespread / Rising Poverty Matikainen O (2019) Sustaining the One-Dimensional: An Ideology : ; P 4ot : Sustainability: .
ir . profits and formulate [...] social and environ- dominative, exploitative and exclusionary character [...] Political System Unsustainability:
— Food Shortages / Hunger SIWR GLOGSNR 2090 W0 118 SHOS. NS S, Lipeen mental moral values without considering that economic, political and cultural antagonisms [...] between Political Structures: Participation Dictatorship

IU\UII — Global Health Crisis Main Problems for a Critical Theory of Society: capitalism and capitalist expansion may society's mode of production and natural forces. Decision-pow and Peace and War

er
— Climate Change | 1) Class and Capitalism not mentioned as problems negatively impact society. There are complex relations between class structures in society j E

10 g‘{‘w"i‘l‘l’m — Polarization of negatively impacting sustainability The sustainability concept's ideological character and environmental unsustainability [...] the poor tend to be most Cultural Cultural

C Living Conditions | 2) Communication and Culture not mentioned as [... is that it ...] sounds immensely positive and affected by environmental degradation. Society Sustainability: Unsustainability:

Vg

i | Progress: Multidimensional Understanding of N . ) . e y ¥ % Conservation, Degradation, /
difes Dialectics — Ambivalence — Two Faces of Un/Sustainability Restoration Depletion \\
. :

of Rich & Poor realms of (un-) sustainability  (Source: Fuchs, 2017) allows diverse groups that have opposing The task [...] is to turn sustainability into a concept suited for the [ v Cultural System Recognition, Disrespect, Source:

4 . ) E interests to project their political goals into it. critique of capitalism, class and power inequalities. Cultural Structures: Dignity, Malrecognition, Fuchs
— ldeological Hegemony of Neoliberalism - Real Alternatives? o 4 g Definitions/Meanings Emancipation Deformation (2017) N

Criteria for categorising degrowth proposals relative to their geographical focus, type of approach, and ecological economics pobit .. 2 - Dbt s st ot g

Joumnal of Environmental Studies and Sciences (2018) 8:518-525
hnps:ﬁdni.ﬂrg.-' 10.1007/513412-018-0502-9

Analysis Category Criteria : t-‘.“»f Journal of Cleaner Production
Geographical focus International (1), Geographical scale necessary for the implementation of the strategy e
National (N), or Local
(L
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Type of approach  Top-down (TD) Strategles pursued by the highest level of a system (usually expert-led) Assessing the degrowth discourse: A review and analysis of academic

Critical sustainability: incorporating critical theories i
into contested sustainabilities ~ v " " Bottom-up (BU)  Strategles that are designed for components or local contexts (usually community-led) dcgr..t)wth.?olifv pl’OpOSfﬂS e

Ecological Sustainable scale Strategies that address the physical volume of throughput that might put the carrying | Cow v bvbewumes o emmindbny fawer, Dipmtemums & Ghucus Srgmtbere
EConomics (5S) capacity of an ecosystem at risk (e.g resource use, pollutant emissions ) ) FEAEEY st Biini WAt f P oo Bviasand SLOVAY &/ Iadk el B0 U
policy objectives Fair distribution (FD) Strategies that address the supply of goods among people, division of environmental :
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Efficient allocation Stratcgu-s th.n address an efficient division of the resource flow between alternative

> In the Anthropocene, defined by human impacts on the planet, there is growing pressure to i ek S b e b ol ke | R IRIREIG T RIDCTIONY

find more sustainable social, political, and environmental relations. Siologil consenion) + DEMOCRATIZATION

» Calls for greater sustainability have existed for decades, yet have consistently been Correspondence with Identification of broad degrowth goals, topics, and keywords used in the GT process.

embedded in capitalist processes and narratives that dilute their intentions and impacts. Dialectical A"""(’:'s’:-' S Broad degrowth goals Topics identified
, -y - Py ucns,
» [W]e advocate for a critical sustainability ... , Goal 1: Reduce the environmental | consumption impacts; ecological conservation;

: : : _ : . _ _ » Nature: Environmental ; fvits : : ecsianes :
» ... that rejects the superordinance of capital accumulation over ecological integrity social Concesvatian e ;"mf;f;ttrs‘fcrt:;:z'rcpe°l'l':;j"::;":';i'::;-s ARG

and environmental justice concepts and practices. s . T : .
» Societies: Economic Goal 2: Redistribute income and access to goods and services; equity; global governance;
# ... engaging not only with socioenvironmental relations, D C Redistribution wealth both within and between | socioeconomic opportunities

economies that so powerfully shape these relations. 7 . : countries -
~ Societies: Political oal 3: Promote the transition fromf community building, education, and value change; 3 —G RO\V rH des r O w &h

NO MATTER HOW GREEN
WE MAKE OUR LIFESTYLES,

CAPITALISM IS NOT
SUSTAINABLE.
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Critical Sustainability = Critique of Unsustainability of the Economic System Democratization and materialistic to a convivial and | democracy and participation; free time; voluntary p

participatory society simplicity and downshifting
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Bound to Fall? Exploring the Systemi : ‘Externalities = Profit Opportuniti |
S"Shlnab n From Societal to Corporate Sustainability — Mainstream Perspectives on CSR: p,;,o.o:“: e s Byetmic o I“\:-...: Spau——. PR S Sche

m“ R eSﬂOﬂ S I ht y Concepts and Definitions of CSR and Corporate Sustamabnlrty Implications for CSR Research —_— J P p—
h

Between Agency and Communion A Schneider, A. (2020). Business & e ; G Bound to Fail? Exploring e Aboriy) 219
\ E i ‘Green’ Avticle rene pedelees

Q R ; ,,m 7] Marrewik (2003). Jounal of Business Ethics 44, 95-105 , On the Nature Concepts and Definitions of CSR and Corporate Sustainability: sl Growth apuista Contisnsen démands fos the S”temic Path°|°8ies UG samvioaruispermiuions

jos f CSR d Thei DO 1011 TH/00074503 1 98554 18
i ili 3 : v t i ' o/ "
Ecatigy | i Sustainability Mk (2003). Jounel of Buaess Eies 44 95-105 . UNSUSTAINABILITY IN ACTION » Explains failure of CSR as ‘Groen' | (ymbolic) : o an eir Pt sagepeds (o e e

s / : . \ / N J : 2 SAGE
Sestais \ . \ Corporate Sustainability 4 Sustainability N Meuer, Koalbel & 1. Compllance-driven: CS at this level conssts of providng welfare 10 socikely, witin e amits of SR N Wi ot Ilarketlng . lmpllcatlons for CSR ®

P somces
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Hoffmann (2020), reguiaions from the nghiful authorties. In addition, zations meght respond to charty and » Model of reationships of , - ‘Positive’ ResearCh

r 0 v S . Ovganization & stewardship corsidermcns. The motvaton for CS is [..) duty and cbigation, or carrect behaviour. CSR I s ]

a 5 \ 2. Profit-driven: CS at this lewid consists of ®w intagration of social, athical and ecological as  perpelual (maler e atBolieies of —— Role in
: — . \ C“pnmtc Social Responsibility Environment 33(3) busingss operations and decision-making, proviced 1t conrbutes 10 the Trancal bottom ine unms symbolic) expansion of g ~

tog ’“l 11 ﬁE\ l" Ethie “ﬂ m } [ £ 5 - | > { 319-341 case: CS promatad If prolitible, €9, epulaton among (Cuslomers! amployees'sharahokses) capitalism, and pressure

i : X '
12 ‘ e Fal e : 5 .
S o D2 e i W ? P P | : 3, Caring ( Groen: CS conssts of balancng ecoromic, socal and scologcal concerns. which e al on companies to L —_, )
/ J E » Systematic three important || beyond legal compiance and beyond ' profit considerations. The mativation for CS legitimize negative effects N eApansen Indostnnation S 2ot Anselm Schneider'

“ - literalure review i that Fravan polsolis, socisl resporsitity and cae for the planet are 8% such irporsnt . REALITY OF of business operatons ~— S v

Benefits of CSR

identifying and 4. Synergistic: CS consists of 2 search for wellbalanced, functional solutions creasng ECONOMIC

. value in economic. socal and ecclogcal reaims of corporate performance, 0 a synergsic, Fature of CSR inevitable
calegorizing 33 windogether approach with all relevart stakeholders. Motvation for CS 15 that sustanabiity s PRIMACY Oue 10 problematic system

O
P
L , distinct definitions important In Rsel, espechlly because it Is recognsed as being e nevitable direclion progress takes
dynamecs, demonstrating
E

of Corporate

Sustainabili 5. Mohstic: CS is fully imegrated and embedded in every aspect of the organzation |...| contnbuting to need for change on the
g 5 ] : - . ty the guaity and contruation of §fe of every bang and enity, now and in the fulure. The mativation for systemic level of capitaism

{ORPORATE oe “ L ) CS is it sustanabiity is 9 only atemative sincs ol bangs and phenomens are mutualy inlecdep-

CIAL S [Clorporate sustainability and, CSR refer to company actwvities~voluntary by definiticn-demonstrating B B L = Explores ways how CSR Table |. The Pathologies of CSR. the Dynamics of Capitalsm That Afect CSR. the Range of Polical Responses. and the Potental

TSP SRR y the inclusion of social and environmental concems in business operations and in interactions with - BASIS FOR THIS 'UTOPIAN" VISION OF ‘HOLISTIC' CSR? research can contnbute to  —— e
2o stakeholders [...] — 5 interpretations / ambition levels of corporate sustainability (Marrewik, 2003) this political endeavor Figure 1. The dynamics of capitalism as systemic constraints Cagitalist dynam Steps toward syvtamic

' - " organizational and individual level. Primary recipiencs of CSR that underiie the | change: contribution of CSR
@ L Pathologies of CSR efocts Effects pathologies of CSR research
s NP — ) Bavbeamecal Selencn i CSR a1 market “margiraized” Spreads the | Mazerial expantion: § De-commodification
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e 00 Frefas Netto, S, V.. Sobral M. F F ' Abstract opansion Provision of public  stakehoiders nfvence off Commoditcaion [ Contribution of CSR research:
Ribeiro. A R B & da Luz Scares, G | ; - Among critics of corporate socal resporsidility (CSR). thare & growing goods cpkalsm Explore sustainable Sorms

SELF-POLICING SINCERITY R.{2020). Concepts and forms of i P o & concern that CSR is largely ineffective as a corrective to the shortcomings 1o areas yed of the busisess-sodety

MAR KET RECOURCE -\-,\“, _‘;RK[ T Ve Spes "" greenwashing: a sy?w:mallc < ‘ e 5 of capitalsm, namely. the negative effects of business on society and the untapped by lnceraction
SINCERITY SUSTAINABI L Ty Concepts and forms of greenwashing: - review. Enviranmental Scences ' > 4 undersupply of public goods. At the same tme, researchers suggest that capralnm
LONG"TERM cTHlCS t ti A Ewrope, 32(1),1-12 ! Vs despite the shortcomings of CSR, i is possible 1o make it more eflective ) foodes of conduct Consolidates § Symbalic expansiond Concetve alternatives 1o
a systematic review : Muks-stakeholder “business | Capiralist ravionality]  capitalism
' ‘ ‘ £ in 2 stepwise manner. To explan the frequent Qilures of current CSR v > -
CTH |CS LONG-TERNM - - e S cacs incacives omology and neciideral Contribution of CSR reseanch
0 practices and to explore the possibilities of remedying them, | examine the \ SR 23 3 diszoursa Explore the lmits 1o

) 5 r— = ‘ TN\ 5 close relationship becween CSR, the persistent expansion of capitalism, and managoment conceving alternative
e ¥ SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY | [t SREENWASHING | Tt o = .
RN % ‘ ! v ‘ ‘ Miandle ad?s:n A:::)Is t?om —— i \; : : operations. My analysis shows that the failure of CSR to serve as a corrective [CSR research such akernatives
o, ;Y QFSPONSIB'LITY""COJF’[ SEL Cli K’GOAL " A Som Ping . — v S <M . . to the problematic effects of capitalism is, in fact, an inevitable consequence CSR as legiimacion  ICSR programs Diverts

fraud to improve CSR
=) = g SUS - - IR i - . : . of the problematic dyramics of the capitaliss system. On this basis, | suggest Didicgue with aTENCCN
. / X ~ SUSTA!NAB”—-' I'Y SINCERITY GOAL ’1 RVEY LONG-TERM y . ' ~ ; ng. Sustainebity e e : \ that capetalism limits the possibilities of making CSR more effective, argue \

4-
. : bviue Accounting. Management and \
- ‘,\_’ SELF- pOLlC!NG RF( r)' NSIBILIT ETHICS RECOURCES ‘ “ percee - v v po::::?,;z?na'. ?—a:ggen-cn - P e r———— e CR for change on the systemic level of capialism, and explore the ways in which
I 5 _,{ RESPONSIBILITY N '‘hio PR C3R research can comtribute to this political endeavor
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stxkeholders i from Contribuion of CSR researche
TSR reporting corporate Reveal the limitation to
[CSR branding misconduct apialsm's capacity 1o
s faws

. . s e Agitation: From op-ed to manifesto
From CSR to RSC: A Contribution to the Critique of the Political Economy of Corporate - p—
Social Responsibility Marisol Sandoval, City University, London e s

Review of Radical Political Economics 2015, 47(4) 608-624 20 28 . a3 . newspapers, in 27 languages, in 38 countries around the world. It has
New Concept: From CSR to RSC — Responsibility to Socialize Corporations ssiraldilimicmmp e Nealeiplaiaduidotte,

Table I. Ways of thinking about CSR. RSC is a reminder of the possibility of socially responsible economic alternatives beyond capitalism, SOCLPEODIS SEIYNTNS. R1IC SRSV UILWONH) USSR S50 50 (Wit

more than resources.”
hich realiz lecti isi 0 r an isf ial n rather than indivi liz rofit goal
which realize collective decision power and satisfy social needs rather than individualized profit goals R o rom e e Globad on

» Democratize the workplace (e.g. workers nght to participate in, corporate declsmn -making process including Democratizing Work

Reductionism Reduces social responsibilities to profit goals: social problems as profitable business
opportunities

Projectionism Projects social responsibilities onto profit goals: responsible profit generation - SXChARTStOTS RTomE 8 Noe: eforis o ML orgeaed
) : | p _ P _ g Als: p p £ _ » Reduce poverty and socio-economic inequality (e.g. redistribution of wealth, guaranteed basic oncome; . A #DemocratizingWork movement
Dualism Separates profit goals and social responsibilities from each other: generating profit worldwide minimum wages & laws against child-labor; reduction of working week; unhindered migration;

and acting socially responsible cancellation of Third World debt; public health care, pensions, education, infrastructure ...) 5 O CT _ D E M O C R ATI Z E LT ————
T . -3043 attendeesfromas countries organisations : panels

Dialectics Describes profit goals and social responsibilities as contradictory: structural Q. - - i ; : di i i 587 soauers TR rse dantars empiriences

irresponsibility of profit generation ' i iti ' e 6 O CT s D E CO M M O D l FY

Within the d CSR d » [...] the trad | ! of » Restrict corporate power (e.g. economic regulations, control of capital flows, nationalization of banking system,
» Within the discourse on iverging viewpoints exist regarding [....] the traditional corporate goa public funding of watchdog organizations that report about corporate crimes ...) 7 OCT D ECA R BO N lz E

maximizing profits [...]: reductionism, projectionism, dualism, and dialectics. » Strengthen tendencies beyond capitalism [...] based on the idea of the common (e.g. abolition of
This perspective reveals an antagonism between the corporate and the social that points to the intellectual property rights, support of initiatives such as open source movement ...). 2 05P38. Reconceptualising India’s Political Economy

impossibility of CSR. Critical CSR research thus far has failed to draw the necessary conclusions M| Stiftung e 05P45 - Practical implications on Democratlzing the Firm

from [...] the structural flaws of the concept of CSR. | suggest a new concept turning CSR off its head [R]adical reformism that combines social movement activism, bottom-up alternative projects,
and structural reforms [...to...] create a socially responsible society based on the radically ‘ ale ¥ Wellpingh. Wabse

Christine Unterrainer, \ Democratizing Work Means Changing Structures Of Domination And
University of Innsbruck

democratic organization of the economy and politics as an alternative to capitalism. Thomas Hoge, Severin Empowering Employees To Develop Civic Orientations

Hormung

» CSR must be turned into responsibility to socialize corporations (RSC) as logical continuation of
a dialectical perspective on CSR that considers [...] antagonisms between profit & social responsibility




