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The Winter School is a two-week international postgraduate
program on federalism, regionalism and multilevel governance.
Through an interdisciplinary and comparative approach, it explores
how federalism can contribute to multilevel, integrated and plural-
istic decision-making.

A wide range of lectures gives participants the opportunity to
broaden their knowledge of multilevel governance and govern-
ment, especially from the perspectives of law and political science.
The Winter School provides a cutting-edge international learning
environment with world class scholars of various academic disci-
plines from around the globe.

The 2024 Winter School will focus on federalism and sustainability.
During the two-week training program, participants will analyze the
relation between multilevel systems and the concept of sustainabil-
ity. Experts will address the questions and challenges of sustaina-
bility from a legal and political science perspective and discuss the
various dimensions of sustainability with regard to federalism and
regionalism. One key focus of the program will be on the question
how federalism can contribute to sustainability.

The program will also provide insights on different aspects of sus-
tainability in connection to multilevel governance such as environ-
ment, social issues and democracy. Furthermore, participants will
learn from the sustainability challenges that different countries and
regions, such as in Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas, are cur-
rently facing. The United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals
will provide a focal point to be referenced throughout the duration
of the Winter School.

The 2024 edition will also offer in-depth sessions on sustainability
in relation to climate change, fiscal relations, democratic participa-
tion, and institutions in multilevel systems.

Besides numerous opportunities for discussion with leading experts
on multilevel governance throughout the lectures, a variety of in-
teractive sessions will provide the chance to share knowledge and
experience. Lectures, workshops, Q&A sessions, and a round table
will take into account multilevel systems from different continents.

The Winter School will examine the following issues:

» Are federal and regional states more sustainable than unitary
states?

» How do federal constitutions at national and regional level en-
trench sustainability in its various dimensions?

» How are the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals implemented
in multilevel systems?

» Do regional and local autonomies foster or hinder sustainability?

« In which fields of policy-making can multilevel systems address
sustainability issues?

» How do institutional, economic, social and other asymmetries
affect sustainability?

» How relevant are issues of legal and political sustainability in
federal systems from different continents?

» What are the main sustainability challenges in various regions of
the world?

The 2024 Winter School examines these and other topics by com-
bining theoretical expertise and relevant case studies. As such, the
program is a unique opportunity for young academics, postgraduate
students, civil servants and practitioners to receive enhanced train-
ing on the theoretical and practical aspects of federalism and multi-
level governance.

The Winter School is designed for those who wish to increase their
knowledge of federalism through an interdisciplinary and compara-
tive approach:

» young researchers and academics

» post-docs, postgraduate and graduate students

e civil servants from local, regional or national government

« employees of international organizations or NGOs

Please note that the program requires previous basic knowledge of
federalism.



The two-week program will take place in an international
learning environment in Austria (Innsbruck, Tyrol) and in
Italy (Bolzano/Bozen, South Tyrol) and includes:

» lectures by distinguished academics;

» discussions and case studies with top experts in the field;
» interactive workshops;

» study visits to political institutions.

The Winter School will be held entirely in English.

» Univ.-Prof. Dr. Anna Gamper
Professor at the Department of Public Law, State and
Administrative Theory, Faculty of Law, University of
Innsbruck and Substitute Judge of the Constitutional
Court of Liechtenstein

« Prof. Dr. Francesco Palermo
Head of the Institute for Comparative Federalism of
Eurac Research in Bolzano/Bozen and Professor of
Comparative Public Law at the Faculty of Law,
University of Verona.

« Em. Univ.-Prof. DDr. Giinther Pallaver
Emeritus Professor at the Department of Politi-
cal Science, Faculty of Social and Political Sciences,
University of Innsbruck and Senior Researcher at
the Institute for Comparative Federalism of
Eurac Research in Bolzano/Bozen.

Dr. Elisabeth Alber - Eurac Research, Bolzano/Bozen, Italy

Dr. Mariachiara Alberton - Eurac Research, Bolzano/Bozen, Italy
Prof. Ana Herrero Alcalde - National University of Distance
Education, Spain

Dr. Zemelak Ayele - Center for Federal Studies, Ethiopia

Prof. Martin Belov - Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, Bulgaria
Prof. Dr. Arthur Benz — Technical University of Darmstadt, Germany
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Peter BuBjager - University of Innsbruck, Austria
Prof. Joshua Castellino - Minority Rights Group International, UK
Dr. Federica Cittadino - Eurac Research, Bolzano/Bozen, Italy

Dr. Monica Di Gregorio - University of Leeds, United Kingdom

Dr. Klaus Egger — Autonomous Province of Bolzano/Bozen, Italy
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Anna Gamper - University of Innsbruck, Austria

Dr. Soeren Keil - Institute of Federalism, Switzerland

Dr. Karl Késsler — Eurac Research, Bolzano/Bozen, Italy

Mag. Petra Malfertheiner - Eurac Research, Bolzano/Bozen, Italy

Prof. Dr. Francesco Palermo - Eurac Research, Bolzano/Bozen and
University of Verona, Italy

Prof. Patricia Popelier - University of Antwerp, Netherlands

Dr. Francisco Romero Caro - Eurac Research, Bolzano/Bozen and
University of Verona, Italy

Dr. Chiara Salati - Eurac Research, Bolzano/Bozen, Italy

Dr. Carsten Sieling - Forum of Federations, Canada

Prof. Jared Sonnicksen - RTWH Aachen University, Germany

Dr. Martina Trettel — Eurac Research, Bolzano/Bozen, Italy

Dr. Alice Valdesalici — Eurac Research, Bolzano/Bozen, Italy
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DATES AND VENUES: 5 February - 16 February 2024

The first week will take place at the Faculty of Law and the Faculty of Social and Political
Sciences, Leopold-Franzens-Universitdt in Innsbruck, Austria. The second week will take
place at the Institute for Comparative Federalism, Eurac Research in Bolzano/Bozen, Italy.

Application deadline: 15 October 2023

For further information, a detailed program, enrolment procedure, costs and scholarship
opportunities, please visit: winterschool.eurac.edu

Eurac Research

Institute for Comparative Federalism

Viale Druso/Drususallee 1 - I-39100 Bolzano/Bozen

T +39 0471 055 239 - F +39 0471 055 299

email: winterschool@eurac.edu - Bl W@EuracFederalism

The Winter School is honoured to enjoy the patronage of the Congress of Local and
Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe.



