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This book offers an analytical tool for identifying and ana-

lysing the linguistic mechanisms that shape American na-

tional identity in public discourses. Drawing on methods 

from (critical) discourse analysis and corpus linguistics, the 

authors provide insights into various levels of discourse 

structures, consider the social and political climate of the 

US at different stages of its history, trace the diachronic 

development of the linguistic patterns that shape the 

American national identity, and conduct a thorough dis-

cursive analysis of seminal texts such as The Declaration of 

Independence and the Preamble to the US Constitution. 

This monograph will be of interest to students and schol-

ars working in fields such as Applied Linguistics, (Critical) 

Discourse Studies, Cultural Studies, US History and Politics. 

Alle Interessierten sind herzlich eingeladen! 
 


