
Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Moot Court 
The University of Innsbruck was founded in 1669 and is one of Austria‘s oldest universities. Today, with over 28.000 students and 5.000 
staff, it is western Austria‘s largest institution of higher education and research.



What is a Moot Court?

A simulation of court proceedings for you to practice theoretical knowledge on a (real) case.

Through written and oral submissions you improve legal research, writing and advocacy skills. 

https://www.uibk.ac.at/rewi/moot-courts/

Mooting: What it is and why take part? (Oxford Law School) https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/mooting-what-is-it-and-why-take-
part/mooting-what-it-and-why-take-part

Scott / Soirila, The Politics of the Moot Court, European Journal of International Law, Volume 32, Issue 3, August 2021, Pages 
1079-1106 https://academic.oup.com/ejil/article/32/3/1079/6403513 

Moot Court Zivilrecht Innsbruck 2019 Video: https://fb.watch/r6lpj39Dyz/

ü Insight into legal practice.

ü Cooperation with law firms.

ü Build you network.

ü Develop your own arguments.

ü Write a legal submission (Schriftsatz).

ü Fun application of theoretical knowledge.

https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/mooting-what-is-it-and-why-take-part/mooting-what-it-and-why-take-part
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/mooting-what-is-it-and-why-take-part/mooting-what-it-and-why-take-part
https://academic.oup.com/ejil/article/32/3/1079/6403513
https://fb.watch/r6lpj39Dyz/


“The Olympics of the Moot Courts“

As counsel, you argue on behalf of 
your client in written submissions and 

oral pleadings during simulated 
arbitration proceedings on

 issues of international contract law

and 

procedural issues of international 
arbitration

before a tribunal of professionals and 
scholars against fellow students.



Preparation
1. The Problem

2. Clarifications

The VIS timeline

Written Phase
1. Memorandum for Claimant

2. Memorandum for Respondent

Oral Phase
1. Pre-Moots

2. Vis Moot Week Vienna

September AprilJanuaryOctober





Understand the case.

Read the case file, then read it again. 
Identify the legal issues and relevant facts.

Create a timeline and set deadlines.

What happened when? Who was involved 
and how? When is each draft due?

Start your research.

Literature, case law, legal theory etc.

Develop a basic structure.

Structure the issues for merits and 
procedure, what are you arguing for?

Start writing!

Writing the Memoranda

October December



Read the problem (again) from 
Respondent‘s perspective.

You know Claimant‘s arguments by 
heart – now argue against them.

Analyse and respond to the 
opponent‘s memorandum.

What are their arguments, sources 
and references? What is their 

strategy and reasoning?

Create a timeline, set deadlines, 
refine your research and develop a 

structure.

You know the process, now argue for 
Respondent.

Start wirting!

Writing the Memoranda

December January



Structure of the Hearings

February April

2 oralists

For both 
Claimant and 

Respondent, two 
members of each 
team present the 
oral arguments.

3 arbitrators

Each tribunal consists of three expert 
practitioners and scholars evaluating your 

performance and providing feedback.14 + 1 Minutes

The standard agreement is a 14 minute oral 
argument plus 1 minute rebuttal.

Questions 

The tribunal may ask questions at any point 
during your argument – be alert, answer 

precisely and convincingly.

Responsiveness.

Be reponsive to the arguments raised by 
opposing counsel.

Finals 31st Vis Moot 2024: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAGMeP3wwQI 
(pleadings start at 33:31) 



Pre-Moots 2022

February April

ICC Paris

McGill University, Canada

Université de Liège, Belgium

University of Colorado, Canada

Pristhina University, Kosovo

Belgrade 

Warsaw University, Poland

Esade Law School, Spain

London School of Economics (LSE), UK

Universität Bern, Switzerland



Pre-Moots 2023

February April

Fordham New York

Test Pleading @Handelskammer Bozen

University Bern @ Marxer & Partner Vaduz

Freshfields Vienna 

All Munich Rounds

White & Case Brussels



VIS Moot Week Vienna

11 April 2025 April 17, 2025

4+ Hearings

Assessment: Organisation & Preparation, Knowledge of 
the Facts & Law, General Presentation Skills, Questions 

& Time Limits, Rebuttal & Responsiveness

Official Events

Opening & Closing Ceremonies, Announcement of top 
64 teams

Social Events & Networking

Law Firm Receptions, Lectures & Keynotes, Panel 
Discussions, Debates, Dachgeschoss Meeting Area 

ReWi Wien, Mootie Bar, Parties, …



Why YOU should participate:

It is an exciting and unique experience in many regards.

ü You learn to work with case files.

ü You enhance your legal drafting skills.

ü You gain access to a network of peers. 

ü You engage with high-profile arbitrators. 

ü You will have a lot of fun.

32nd Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Moot Court 
@University of Innsbruck

APPLY NOW
Send your Application to vismoot-ReWi@uibk.ac.at (Subject: Vis Moot 2025 Application) including your 
CV, letter of motivation and academic transcript. 

now Applications are accepted on a rolling basis.

mailto:vismoot-ReWi@uibk.ac.at


”The Vis Moot provides an excellent environment for young students to prepare for legal practice. The 
exchange with other students from all over the world is refreshing and enriching. 10/10 would do it again.“

- Matteo Ciampa, Mootie 2020/21

32nd Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Moot Court 
@University of Innsbruck

APPLY NOW
Send your Application to vismoot-ReWi@uibk.ac.at (Subject: Vis Moot 2025 Application) including your CV, 
letter of motivation and academic transcript. 

now Applications are accepted on a rolling basis.

mailto:vismoot-ReWi@uibk.ac.at



