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Religious Beliefs and Hinge 
Commitments in Wittgenstein�s 
Later Work
In recent years, Wittgenstein’s views on religious beliefs are investigated in the 
light of the notion of hinge propositions or hinge commitments, introduced in his 
last work On Certainty. Hinge commitments, which are mostly derived from G.E. 
Moore’s common sense propositions, lay the basis of our form of life and our 
world-picture and cannot be rationally grounded. In this talk, I shall examine 
some main features of religious beliefs according to Wittgenstein and I shall 
attempt to trace similarities with hinge commitments. 
I will argue that some religious beliefs form the foundation of a religious form 
of life and in this sense they can be compared to hinge commitments. Just like 
hinge commitments, these basic religious beliefs cannot be rationally 
grounded, are not subject to doubt and are themselves the basis for further 
beliefs, the difference being that the certainty of religious beliefs is founded 
on faith. Some other differences can be found, such as the fact that hinge 
commitments are usually formed in early childhood, while a religious 
conversion can happen later in life. I will conclude that basic religious beliefs 
are hinges that serve as a ground and give meaning to the form of life of the 
religious believer.
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